oped almost without mathematical symbolism, but there are some technical appendices.
The result is interesting and suggestive rather than arresting: this reader's response tended to be 'um-yes' rather than 'ah-yes'. But London: Academic Press The scope of these volumes, the first of which appeared in 1939, has naturally increased enormously with the growing knowledge of allergy in its widest sense. Following an introduction by P Kallos are three chapters concerned with the Arthus phenomenon (Ch G Cochrane), granulomatous hypersensitivity (W L Epstein) and cellular immunity (G C Mackaness and R V Blanden). The nature of the immune mechanisms giving rise to those reactions is discussed, with informed speculation on the part played by polymorphonuclear leucocytes, epithelioid cells and macrophages respectively. In the final chapter A S Kelus and P G H Gell consider the nature of immunoglobulin allotypes of experimental animals and indicate their potential importance. A knowledgeable survey is provided of the work.
undertaken in each type of reaction and a comprehensive list ofreferences is given.
The editors are to be congratulated on the contents of their latest volume which can be recommended to practising physicians as well as to all working in this fast moving field. R Press 1967 It is seven years since the first English edition of this book was published. The new edition is a hundred pages longer and reviews some of the advances that have occurred in lymphology in that time. There are new references and discussions on lymphography in clinical practice and also on the recent studies of the motility of human and animal lymphatics. Although the book confines itself to lymph vessels rather than lymphoid tissues, and despite its length, the reviews and discussions are sometimes inconclusive and intellectually indigestible. This stems partly from the difficulties of translation from the authors' own tongue and partly from the immense ground and mass of detail covered.
Its large bibliographies make it the best reference work, or in American terminology 'source book', available. It is particularly full in its references to the East European and Russian publications. It is an essential addition to every medical library and will be of great assistance to many research workers. The authors are to be congratulated on their energy, industry and learning. The timely publication of this short but comprehensive monograph by Dr Wilfrid Butt will be welcomed not only by endocrinologists and biochemists but by clinical gynecologists as well. The success of the chemotherapy of choriocarcinoma and the awareness that post-molar trophoblastic disease is commoner than was realized, together with the increasing complexity of the management of problems of infertility, have emphasized the need for an up-to-date account of the gonadotrophins.
This book succeeds because it is so lucid. The origins and functions of the hormones, particularly the importance of the hypothalamus and its releasing factors, are dealt with first, after which a good account is given of the gonadotrophins in blood and urine with details of their extraction and chemical properties. Probably the most fascinating and important chapter is on immunochemistry, especially radioimmunoassay. There is an extensive bibliography and laboratory methods are given an appendix.
The book can be well recommended, so it is a pity that a work so authoritative is spoiled by such a pompous foreword. DAVID Critchley's scholarly and entertaining account of the history of the condition to four papers dealing with its biochemistry and pharmacology, and they also cover such subjects as the radiological and electroencephalographic aspects of migraine.
